
Peru’s biodiversity is a great world treasure without a
showcase. It needs a home, a focal point, where it can be
gathered, studied, and appreciated. Like many precious
ecosystems around the world, Peru suffers from
overdevelopment and climate change. Lima, situated
between the Andean foothills and the Pacific Ocean
waterfront, has seen a spectacular increase from fewer than
500,000 people in the 1940s to 10 million today, leaving
hardly any room for public parks and gardens for residents
to enjoy. Cities have long embraced the importance of
greenspace to the social, economic and environmental well-
being of their residents. Now, the world is appreciating the
fact that Peru hosts about 25,000 plant species, 30% of
which are endemic. Ecotourism has exploded in Peru, with
many people passing through Lima on their way to
destinations throughout the country but no particular point
of interest for them in the capital. A national botanical
garden would be the perfect place to stop for an overview of
the biodiversity of the entire nation. The economic impact,
importance, and prestige to the nation of the establishment
of a world-class botanical garden in Lima would be felt for
many generations to come. 

We have university-based arboreta and two collections
of Peruvian medicinal plants, none of them open to the
general public. Parque de las Leyendas contains a large
zoo and a small section known as a BG. The Museum of
Natural History has a small BG that is open to the public.
But Peru has no modern BG, one with the purpose to
acquire and disseminate botanical knowledge, maintain
a seed bank and a documented collection of living plants
for the purposes of scientific research, conservation,
display, and education. We need a garden with a strong
connection with the general public, a visitors center and
visitor services including tours, educational displays, art
exhibitions, library, open-air theatrical and musical
performances, and other entertainment.

FOREWORD AND JUSTIFICATION

Peru, one of the ten most biodiverse nations in
the world, does not have a national botanical
garden (BG). Lima, one the ten most populous
metropolitan areas in the Americas and the
nation's capital, has no significant BG. 

María Angélica Matarazzo de Benavides, Marc J. Dourojeanni, Paul Smith and Kevin Barks  

This Proposal sets out a vision for a botanical garden in Lima, an asset that 
the city currently lacks. Its purpose is to request a suitable site and necessary
legislation for the Lima Botanical Garden, and to gather support from interested parties.
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VISION 

Our vision is a modern Botanical Garden with diverse
plant collections, especially of native and endemic
plants representative of Peruvian ecosystems. 

Lima’s climate is mild to warm with relative humidity always high.

Its rainfall is very low, in the urban sector averaging 30 mm a year,

and temperatures are mild rarely exceeding 14-29ºC. Many plants,

both native and exotic, can be grown in the open. Others require

glasshouses or conservatories. The functional architecture and

efficient design of the BG will be an attraction, and visitors will

enjoy guided tours, exhibitions, talks and videos.

The LBG will be world famous, not only for its landscapes of

ornamental plants, but also as a center for conservation of wild

plants, including the ancestors of important foods. 

Threatened plants of the coastal desert, lomas, swamp, dry tropical

forest, the Andean highlands, and the cloud and rainforests will be

documented, displayed, studied and protected, and their seeds

will be preserved in a modern seed bank.

Tourists and researchers from all over the world will visit the

LBG; children and adults will learn of Peru’s extraordinary

natural heritage, grow to care for it and work against

deforestation, degradation and desertification. The LBG will live

long after we pass away, adapting to changes, growing in size 

and usefulness, and enhancing the quality of life of Lima’s citizens.

In time, the LBG will lead a network of regional BGs, where native

plants can be studied and conserved in their natural habitats.

MISSION

The mission of the Lima Botanical Garden will
be to contribute to the conservation of Peru’s
biodiversity.

The LBG will have significant collections of live plants from

as many Peruvian ecosystems as possible, all registered and

monitored in a database and correctly labeled. A seed bank

of all the LBG’s plants will be established, and special

care will be given to rare and threatened species.

Conservation goes hand in hand with education. The fact

that Peru, in contrast with most Latin American countries,

has never had a national botanical garden, implies that

Peruvian politicians and the public in general are unaware of

the importance of plants, and are generally indifferent to the

loss of biodiversity. Hence the importance of education, also

a mission of this Proposal.  A Visitors Center, guided tours,

and horticulture classes for children and adults will be

part of our environmental and botanical education

commitment.

Scientific research will be important as will public

enjoyment of the displays, and contact with nature will 

be valuable for the general public and visiting tourists.

Neoraimoindia cactus
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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this proposal is to gather support for a
Botanical Garden in Lima (LBG): a scientific and educational
institution, that entails gathering a collection of living
plants, including those from various regions of Peru (the
coastal desert, the Andean mountains, and the Amazonian
rainforest). These will be displayed in a site open to the
public, for the following purposes: (i) the conservation 
of species, including rare and threatened plants; 
(ii) environmental education of the general public; 
(iii) scientific research; (iv) enjoyment of nature and
relaxation for Lima citizens; and (v) improvement of the
city's air and quality of life. The Lima Botanical Garden 
will also be a great attraction for visiting tourists.

REQUIREMENTS

• A suitable site of 10 or more hectares, with sufficient irrigation

water; easy and pleasant access.

• Administration: Board of Directors, escrow, and efficient staff.

FUNDING

• Adequate funds for initial layout and permanent maintenance,

through national and international institutions and private sources.

• Self-generated funds: ticket office, yearly membership fees, events,

exhibitions, proceeds from cafeteria and gift store. Friends of the

LBG Association, competent volunteer services.

INITIAL SCHEDULE

A valid schedule can only be planned once the LBG site and

irrigation are secured. Roughly, the various stages would be:

1 Establishment of a project design.

2 Feasibility study.

3 Master Plan.

4 Project implementation and evaluation of investment.

The design of each BG is unique. It is also the most important

factor for a successful BG. Botanic Gardens Conservation

International (BGCI) and other globally important botanic gardens

have offered their assistance in the process (see logos, below).

The design will be put into effect by reputable contractors

working closely with the design team and the Project organizers.

FACILITIES

1 Masonry wall to enclose the total area.

2 Plant nursery, storage for machinery vehicles and tools.

3 Paths and roads within the grounds.

4 Parking area, entrance, reception, toilets.

5 Facilities for staff.

6 Visitors center (including shop and cafeteria), offices,

conference and exhibition halls.

7 Conservatories /glasshouses.

8 Laboratory

HORTICULTURE

1 Water reservoir, irrigation system.

2 Movement of soil according to plan.

3 Selection and collection of species.

4 Database, labels for each plant, seed bank.

5 Lake, pond, or wetland model.

6 Arboretum and cactarium

7 Establishment of garden landscape according to design.

ADMINISTRATION

Board of Directors, general manager, heads of various departments.

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

Pursue legislation in Congress to obtain “Donations for taxes”.

Media, social networks, professional marketing.

Orchids

Tillandsia of the desert

Melastomaceae
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BENEFITS AND CONCLUSION

Nature attracts human beings, and direct contact 
with plants is the best way to learn the importance 
of vegetation and the urgent need to conserve and
restore our wonderful natural heritage.

The world’s botanic gardens attract 500 million
visitors each year, and a good BG provides
substantial benefits to a city and prestige to the
institution that creates it, including:

• Conservation of Peru’s natural heritage. The need for a Seed

Bank, and the long term preservation of seeds becomes daily

more important, as a response to deforestation, degradation 

and desertification.

• Education for urban populations often unaware or insensitive

to our total dependence on nature and plants. Visitors will enjoy

guided tours, theoretical and practical classes in horticulture for

children and adults; videos, talks, exhibitions, etc. People are

open to new ideas in a pleasant environment.

• Opportunity for outings and enjoyment for the inhabitants 

of Lima who, on Sundays and holidays crowd the few parks

and small areas of greenery.

• Tourist attraction, opportunities for bird watching, ecotourism.

• Dust and air pollution captation by the large urban green area.

• Valuable economic and aesthetic improvements for the city,

the subdivision and neighborhood. A BG stimulates satellite

economic activities, and drives property prices up.

• A hub of scientific information for researchers.

• New job opportunities.

NOTE: This proposal is based on information in the BGCI's Manual

on Planning, Developing and Managing Botanic Gardens, 2016.

Botanic Gardens 
Conservation International

Descanso House, 199 Kew Road,
Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3BW, U.K.

Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5953   
E-mail: info@bgci.org
Internet: www.bgci.org
https://twitter.com/bgci

The concept of a botanic garden for Lima is supported by

BGCI, the global botanic gardens membership organisation.

For more information please contact

info@jardinbotanicodelima.com

Photos: Peruvian plants by Walter Wust

BGCI

Puya Raimondi
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